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Cllr Giles Archibald (Council Leader) 
South Lakeland District Council 
South Lakeland House 
Lowther Street 
Kendal 
Cumberland 
LA9 4DQ 

 

1st August 2019 

Dear Cllr Archibald, 

Recognising Traditional Counties 

First of all, as Leader of a council administering an area which includes parts of 

the traditional county of Yorkshire (eg. former Sedbergh Rural District) and this 

being the 1st of August, we wish you a very happy Yorkshire Day. 

To mark Yorkshire Day this year, we are writing to Leaders of all those councils 

which include parts of Yorkshire outside the Lieutenancies of West Yorkshire, 

South Yorkshire and East Yorkshire and outside the Local Government Area of 

North Yorkshire to ask two simple questions.   

Apart from today being the day to celebrate the traditional county of Yorkshire, 
Historic County Flags Day was celebrated just last week on 23rd July when all the 
flags of the traditional counties were flown around Westminster Square.  In 
addition, the Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government has recently 
reiterated the importance of traditional counties and has published Guidance  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/celebrating-the-historic-counties-of-england/celebrating-the-historic-counties-of-england


bringing together “resources to help councils prepare effective and well-supported 
local activities to celebrate the historic counties, boost community pride and 
provide opportunities for learning about local history and traditions”.   

 The Guidance says:  

“The government attaches great importance to the history and traditions of this 

country. Our history helps to define who we are and where we come from, and we 

are stronger as a nation when we cherish and champion our local traditions.  

Understanding the past and how we have developed helps us to face the future 

with confidence and as a shared experience. The tapestry of England’s historic 

counties is one of the bonds that draws our nation together. The promotion of the 

historic counties can bring real benefits: 

 The historic counties are an important element of English traditions which 
support the identity and cultures of many of our local communities, giving 
people a sense of belonging, pride and community spirit. They continue to play 
an important part in the country’s sporting and cultural life as well as providing  
a reference point for local tourism and heritage. We should all seek to 
strengthen the role that they can play. 
 

 The celebration of the historic counties can equally deliver real benefits for 
communities in terms of economic development and tourism, providing an 
important opportunity to make our rich past contribute to a bright future. That 
is why the government has been active in promoting the historic counties of 
England, and we have already done a number of things to make it easier for 
partners to celebrate the historic counties. These are summarised and brought 
together in this document.” 

 
Some ways Local Government can help deliver these benefits are to: 
 

 Put up boundary signs marking traditional counties per paragraph 3.47 of 
The Traffic Signs Regulations and General Directions 2016 guidance 
 

 Fly traditional county flags on Local Government property and encourage 
the flying of these in the community per Town and Country Planning 
(Control of Advertisements) (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2012 and 
Plain English Guide to Flying Flags  

 

 Organise and encourage events such as County Day activities to celebrate 
traditional counties. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/523916/DfT-circular-01-2016.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/2372/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/2372/made
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/flying-flags-a-plain-english-guide


 

 Use the name of the traditional county as a fixed frame of reference in 
addressing residents and businesses. 

 
The two questions we are asking all the councils we contact are therefore: 
 

 Have you put up or planned to put up signage marking Yorkshire’s 
traditional county boundaries within your council area, please? 
 

 Please could you give your comments regarding your council taking any of 
the other actions mentioned above? 

 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Nigel Sollitt 

Chair, Yorkshire Devolution Movement 


